Invest Iin Services for Domestic Violence Survivors

Fair Budget Coalition in Collaboration with DC Coalition Against Domestic Violence
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« $9.6 million to respond to the increased prevalence and severity of domestic violence
- 5$18.6 million to expand domestic violence housing units
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For more than 3 decades, the violence service provider community in DC has collaborated with various institutions
including, the Mayor's office, the DC Council, courts, law enforcement, and the schools to bring awareness to
domestic violence in the District. Through their efforts, they have helped disrupt the cycle of domestic violence by
providing trauma-informed housing solutions, legal advice, financial assistance, and policy changes, and even held
the Mayor’s administration accountable for implementing their own domestic violence policies for staff.

What's At Stake?

The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey found that 39%, or 104,000, women in DC have been
“hit, slapped, punched, threatened, beaten, stalked, or raped by an intimate partner.” Also, while awareness is still
growing, men can also be victims of domestic violence. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that
24.4% of DC men have experienced “intimate partner physical violence, intimate partner sexual violence, and/or
intimate partner stalking.” More interventions are necessary to meet the needs of survivors of domestic violence.
According to the DC Coalition Against Domestic Violence, survivors who have received services have described
their experience as life-changing.

Not only are wrap-around services necessary for survivars, but it is also important that wrap-around services are
culturally specific. The DC Coalition Against Domestic Violence defines culturally specific services as “services
developed by and for a specific community - particularly those that have been traditionally marginalized and/or
underserved.” Culturally specific services are essential for helping survivors navigate challenges around language
barriers or cultural norms. Funding for culturally specific services can provide money for language justice, covering
the transportation needs of survivors, operating costs, and outreach and communication efforts.

In addition to wrap-around services, housing is critical to domestic violence survivors gaining stability and helps
prevent homelessness. According to the U.S. Conference of Mayors, domestic violence is one of the leading factors
of homelessness for women and children. In addition, the National Network to End Domestic Violence, found that
roughly 38% of domestic violence victims become homeless at some point in their lifetime. Oftentimes, temporary,
congregate shelters are not safe for women due to physical or sexual violence and as non-congregate shelters are
losing funding, survivors have few options. When survivors do not have safe options for housing, approximately
45% stayed with their abusers.
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